The Psychological Laboratory at the University of Pennsylvania maintains a Speech Clinic and Class for instruction under the direction of Dr. Edwin B. Twitmyer. Children who suffer from any sort of speech difficulty are brought to this clinic for diagnosis, and if the case is a normal, healthy individual who promises to be co-operative, arrangements are made for teaching half an hour one day per week. At that time instruction is given to the parents so they will be able to continue, in part at least, the drill in the home.
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John was brought to this clinic by his kindergarten teacher. At that time he was said to be four years old getting along well with children of his own years. Except for his infantile speech his teacher had no complaint to make of him. His father had had trouble with his speech in childhood and had suffered four operations on his tongue but had recovered from his speech defect. John, also, had had some sort of operation on his tongue at two years but had not begun to speak correctly. He had had whooping cough, measles and two attacks of pneumonia during his short life and was reported to have had concussion of the brain in infancy, but no details of this were available.
The prognosis made at the Speech Clinic was so hopeful that John was regularly enrolled in the speech class. He came once or twice and then did not show up again. An inquiry at the home brought out the fact that several members of the family had been ill but at that time were fully recovered. The mother promised to return the boy to the class but failed to do so, and after a second inquiry by letter, which elicited no response, the case was dropped.
Four years later John and his parents appeared again at the Psychological Clinic. This time they were seeking not the Speech Clinic but the clinic which deals with children having other sorts of defects than those of speech. They were in trouble and were looking for .help and moral support.
John had been in school during the entire four years first in the kindergarten and then in the first grade. In that time he had 59 failed to be regularly passed from the 1A class to the IB class, but owing to his size the principal of the school had decided to pass him on anyway.
He had proved totally unfitted to do the work of the IB class, whereupon the principal had consulted the parents by letter, and after permission had been received the child had been sent to the Orthogenic Class for Backward Children. Most of the members of this class were boys from two to six years older than John, and they immediately began to make life miserable for the boy. One There is no use suggesting that John should take his place in a public school. He ought not to be placed among children much older than he is as he would be in a special class. He cannot compete with his own age and class. The only thing that can be done is to place him in a school where children are handicapped as he is, or to provide a tutor for him. The former scheme has its advantages, as it will bring out the best initial efforts the boy has, and will not emphasize the differences between himself and his mates. It will also remove him from a home environment which cannot but be a handicap to a child as poorly equipped physically as this boy is, and who is not able mentally to do more than object to the edict of creatures so much stronger than is he. He is either over-indulged or over-dominated. The tutor will teach him, but will not give him the best opportunity to develop himself. 
